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Sheikh Hasina, who is known as the Iron Lady of Bangladesh and has held the longest
term in office as the head of state in the country, fled to India after resigning from her
position in August 2024. The daughter of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who was the leader of
the independence war fought by Bangladesh against Pakistan in 1971, Sheikh Hasinas
drift towards an oppressive regime, high inflation, foreign debt, corruption, and the claims
of irreqularities in elections led to severe disgruntlement in Bangladesh society. A quota
system that had ensured approximately one-third privilege for appointment in the public
sector for families who fought against Pakistan in 1971 was abolished in 2018, but was
restored with the verdict of a court of Bangladesh in July 2024.[1] This situation paved the
way for severe anger in society, which was faced with bad economic conditions, and
protests began with the students leadership in July 2024. In a statement he made on 12
February 12 based on the report of the UN, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
indicated that serious and systematic violation of human rights had taken place during the
events.[2] The said events resulted in Hasinas leaving the country and the establishment
of a provisional government under the leadership of Muhammad Yunus. This new situation
has brought along with it a new geopolitical transformation in South Asia.

During Bangladeshs pursuit of its independence process against Pakistan, India gave a
significant amount of support to Bangladesh and became an important ally for the country
after 1971. The relations with India continued vigorously within the Hasina term as well,
and her government was seen as the most significant tool in Indias projection of influence
in the country.[3] After Hasinas escape to India, the Bangladeshi government demanded
the return of Hasina to the country. However, India has not complied with this demand. In
Bangladesh, several protests have been organized against India, which is seen as the
supporter of the Hasina government. Indias demand for the taking of more steps for the
protection of the rights of Hindus in Bangladesh and their protection against reprisals,
Indias setting up of wire fences along the border of Western Bengal, Hasinas critical
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discourse towards Muhammad Yunus' governance in her statements while she is residing
in India have all paved the way for political tensions between the two countries.[4] Attacks
have also been carried out against Bangladeshs diplomatic missions in India.[5] These
developments demonstrate the state of the relations between Bangladesh and India
(which are diplomatically and politically complex), at the same time, they demonstrate
the scale of the tensions that have occurred between the two countries. It is claimed that
the other reason for the problematic relations is Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Hindu-nationalist policies.[6] Also, Indias disregarding the demand for the return of Hasina
to the country has been interpreted as India valuing its relations with the Mujib family
more than its relations with the state of Bangladesh.[7] On the other hand, official Dhaka
is taking significant steps that reshape the historiography in the country. In the countrys
history books, Indias role during the 1971 War (which Bangladesh pursued against
Pakistan) is being downplayed, and the government is making modifications in the said
books so as to reduce the importance of Sheik Hasina and Mujibur Rahman, who is
founding president of the country and is also Sheik Hasinas father.[8] This situation
demonstrates that the intention to reduce Indias impact in Bangladeshi politics.

Bangladesh, whose relations have been weakened with India, wants to improve its
relations with China. The Adviser for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh, Husseyin, who visited
Beijing in January 2025, discussed with the Beijing government commercial subjects like
alleviating credit repayments and the request for support in the medical field from China.
[9] The meeting about the health sector is an important example in terms of the changes
in the relations between India-Bangladesh-China. Bangladeshi citizens used to go to
Indian hospitals for medical treatment. However, due to the disrupted relations lately,
Bangladeshis have not been able to receive treatment in India.[10] Meanwhile, China,
which has responded positively to Bangladeshs request, is constructing various hospitals
in order to support the health services in the country. However, it should be indicated that
China-Bangladesh relations were already getting closer during the Hasina government as
well. For example, Bangladesh is one of the countries included in the Belt and Road
Initiative. Since 2006, China has become the most significant trading partner of
Bangladesh, which has been the case for numerous other countries in the Global South.
There is substantial collaboration between the two countries, especially in the defense
field. China is the only country with which Bangladesh has made a defense agreement,
and Chinese weapons constitute a significant portion of the Bangladeshi militarys
inventory.[11] A short time ago before Hasina's resignation from her office, the relations
between China and Bangladesh had been elevated to the level of "strategic partnership"
and 21 treaties were signed between the two countries.[12]

The close relations between China and Bangladesh have been continued in the provisional
Yunus government as well. Most recently, in February 2025, a committee of 22 people
composed of different political groups and different parts of Bangladesh like journalists,
leaders of civil society, and students, visited China.[13] China has easily adapted to the
changed dynamics in Bangladesh and has established good relations with the changed
actors. The main reason for this is that, even during Hasinas term, China had established
relations with different political parties, including the Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
However, when Indias approach is examined, it is seen that due to the Bangladesh
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Nationalist Partys relations with Pakistan and pro-Islamic groups, which posed a problem
for India, India established relations through the Awami National Party and the Hasina
government.[14] This situation provides advantage to China regarding its relations with
Bangladesh. As previously indicated, there were also student leaders in the committee
that visited Beijing. The students who led the protests in July-August 2024 have
established new political party in February of this year.[15] In this respect, it is seen that
China has the chance to maintain relations with the new actors in Bangladesh as well.

Another significant shift in Bangladesh politics is taking place in the relations with
Pakistan. In December 2024, direct trade was carried out between the two countries for
the first time since 1971.[16] On 13 January, a memorandum of understanding was sighed
to establish the joint business council with the aim of easing trade between the two
countries, and also, collaboration was enhanced in the fields of education, culture, and
defense. It is being reported that Bangladesh is interested in the JF-17 Thunder fighter
aircraft, which Pakistan developed together with China.[17] The Bangladesh navy

participated in AMAN-2025, the multinational sea exercise of Pakistan, and high-level
military delegations carried out reciprocal visits. After the Bangladeshi delegation paid a
visit to the Siliguri Corridor, India fenced off the West Bengal border. It is possible to say
that this situation shows the threat perception of India from the rapprochement taking
place between Pakistan and Bangladesh.[18] The close relations that China defines as all-
weather partnership with Pakistan is another facilitative factor for Bangladesh-Pakistan
relations.

Turkiye has recently signed various agreements, notably defense agreements, with
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Pakistan during the visits Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan made to the aforementioned countries. In view of the negotiations Bangladesh is
carrying out with Pakistan for the procurement of new military equipment, new defense
collaborations that Turkiye could advance with Bangladesh will contribute to both
countries. Considering that its weapons mostly originate from China, Bangladesh will be
able to diversify its inventory with Turkish weapons, which will also allow it to diversify its
foreign policy tools as well. Turkiye-Bangladesh relations can thus gain an extra
momentum.

Consequently, the weakened relations with India, together with the provisional
government that was established in Bangladesh in August 2024, has paved the way for
major transformations in domestic policies in Bangladesh, such as the rewriting of the
countrys national history. This situation has also brought with it the development of new
foreign policy tools. The relations that have been discussed above have reshaped regional
dynamics and strategies. Bangladeshs relations with Pakistan, which have been
established for the first time after more than 50 years, and Bangladeshs relations that
have been strengthened with China in new fields, offer new commercial and strategic
opportunities to the relevant countries. At the same time, they carry the risk of
intensifying regional competitions, such as the one that exists between India and
Pakistan.

*Image: The Diplomat
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