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EUROPE'S SOLDIERS KEEP QUITTING, JUST WHEN NATO NEEDS THEM
- 19.03.2024

Politico (18 March 2024)

Laura Kayali and Joshua Posaner

This week, French Armed Forces Minister Sébastien Lecornu presented a talent retention plan to
incentivize military personnel to remain in uniform.

That comes a few days after an annual report submitted to the German parliament showed that in
2023, some 1,537 soldiers left the Bundeswehr, reducing it to 181,514 personnel.

Those conversations now exist in all capitals, in all democracies that have professional armies
without conscription, Lecornu said on Monday, mentioning the United Kingdom and the United
States.

At NATO meetings, we can talk about equipment, but now we also talk about ... the level of
retention, he added.
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