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The United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted Resolution A/RES/80/250 on 25 March
2026, defining the Transatlantic slave trade and the racialized enslavement of Africans as
the gravest crime against humanity. Drafted under the leadership of Ghana, the resolution
passed with 123 votes in favor. While the United States, Israel and Argentina voted
against the resolution, 52 countries abstained.[1] In addition to recognizing the historical
consequences of the slave trade, the resolution calls for addressing the ongoing effects of
this past. Formal apologies, compensation, restitution of cultural prosperity, and redress
of historical injustices are among the main issues addressed in the resolution.[2]

The resolution has brought the international communitys approach to confronting
historical crimes back to the forefront. The Transatlantic slave trade, which lasted for
centuries, led to millions of Africans bring forcibly uprooted from their homelands and
taken to the Americas. The United Kingdom, France, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain
were among the major European states that carried out the transatlantic slave trade. The
economic gains derived from the slave trade played a significant role in the development
of Europe and colonial economies in the Americas. The consequences of this system did
not disappear even after the abolition of slavery. Communities of African descent have
faced discrimination, economic inequality and social exclusion for many years.

The resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly calls not only for remembering this
painful past but also for confronting its consequences. Operative Paragraph 8 of the
resolution calls on member states to engage in a good-faith dialogue on redressing
historical wrongs. Within the scope of this dialogue, methods such as formal apologies,
restitution, compensation, and rehabilitation are listed.[3] Therefore, the resolution links
the acknowledgement of historical responsibility with concrete steps that need to be
taken today.

The adoption of the resolution by a majority vote does not mean that the responsibilities
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in question have been accepted. When the voting results are examined, it can be seen
that European countries with a historical role in the slave trade, such as the UK, France,
the Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany abstained rather than supporting the resolution.
The reason for these countries abstentions may differ. However, the emerging picture
demonstrates that there is no common approach within the international community
regarding the recognition of historical crimes and addressing their consequences.

This debate surrounding the slave trade raises the issue of consistency in the approach of
the relevant states toward historical events. It can be observed that while these states
take a stance in favor of the international recognition of historical claims directed at third
parties, they do not appear to adopt the same approach when events in their own
histories and the responsibilities arising from them come to the fore. This situation raises
the issue of history being instrumentalized for political purposes.

The stance taken by states that advocate the recognition of distorted historical claims
concerning other countries, yet adopt a different position when documented events and
responsibilities from their own histories are brought up reveals a clear case of double
standards.

Another dimension of this debate is the issue of apologies and reparations. In a statement
end of October 2026, British Prime Minister Andy Burnham said that he was open to calls
for a formal apology on behalf of the British state for its role in the Transatlantic slave
trade, but ruled out financial reparations.[4] King Charles lll, in his speech at the opening
of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting held in Antigua and Barbuda on 3
November 2026, described the Transatlantic slave trade as a shameful chapter in history
and expressed his deep sorrow over what had taken place. However, the Kings speech did
not include a formal apology.[5]These statements show that there is still a significant gap
between acknowledging historical responsibility and taking the steps required by that
responsibility.

In conclusion, the UN General Assemblys resolution on the slave trade is an important
political step toward the recognition and redress of historical injustices. However, the
issue of historical responsibility should not be directed solely at certain countries or
exploited for political purposes; those who make accusations on this matter should
demonstrate consistency in their approach to past events. States that advocate for the
recognition of claims concerning the historical past of other countries must be able to
show the same openness when the practices in their own history and their consequences
are brought up.
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