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THE STATE FUNERAL HELD IN BELGRADE FOR THE "BUTCHER OF BOSNIA'
SANCTIFIED THE LEGACY OF A CONVICTED GENOCIDE PERPETRATOR
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Ratko Mladi¢c was convicted of orchestrating the largest massacre in Europe since World
War Il and known as the "Butcher of Bosnia" for his role in the 1990s Bosnian genocide.
He died on August 27, 2026, at the age of 84, in a United Nations prison hospital in The
Hague, Netherlands, while serving a life sentence for war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) found
Mladi¢ guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the conflicts of
the 1990s, as well as the genocide carried out in and around Srebrenica in 1995. He had
been convicted of genocide in 2017 for his role in the Srebrenica massacre, in which
approximately 8,000 Bosniak Muslim men and boys were killed after he seized the UN-
protected area.

Mladi¢'s remains were brought to Belgrade last week on a Serbian state aircraft. His
coffin, draped in national flags, was carried off the plane by uniformed soldiers.
Thousands of people gathered in front of a church in Belgrade. Members of the armed
forces stood guard over the coffin, which was adorned with his signature military cap and
a sword; His medals were displayed at the front of the coffin. Following the ceremony, a
procession accompanied the coffin to the cemetery, where he was laid to rest with
military honors, including a salute volley.[1]

Various international media reports suggest that the funeral was not accorded the status
of an official state ceremony to avoid damaging Serbia's international relations. However,
the same reports also highlight the grandeur of the military ceremony and the attendance
of large police and military delegations, emphasizing that the funeral resembled a state
ceremony in every respect. It is noted that Serbian President Vuci¢ did not attend, citing a
prior engagement. However, his son Danilo, various Serbian ministers, and Russia's
ambassador to Belgrade were present at the ceremony. Meanwhile, Serbian Orthodox
Patriarch Porfirije stated during the funeral that "his name will leave a deep mark on the
memories and prayers of the vast majority of our Serbian Orthodox people, who harbor
and cherish a deep sense of gratitude toward him." Additionally, at a match in Belgrade
around that time, football fans unfurled a giant poster of Mladi¢ and chanted in his
support. [2]




In response to a question regarding the funeral ceremony of Ratko Mladi¢, the
Spokesperson for the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it is unacceptable to
exploit the funeral of an individual convicted by international courts of genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes in a manner that amounts to a denial of the grave
crimes committed and the human suffering endured. The Spokesperson further noted that
any attempt to reject judicial rulings concerning genocide or to glorify convicted
perpetrators deepens the pain of victims and their families and undermines long-standing
efforts to establish peace and reconciliation in the region. The Spokesperson also
emphasized that the Balkans need a peaceful, prosperous, and shared future built on the
necessary lessons of the past.[3]

In the meantime, Marta Kos, the European Union Commissioner for Enlargement, canceled
a planned visit to Serbia. Kos stated on social media that The pictures from Ratko Mladiés
funeral were very disturbing; they demonstrate the failure to face the past, and they
contradict the values which represent the essence of European integration. It was
particularly disturbing to see Serbian ministers, officials, representatives of the army, as
well as leaders and politicians from the Republic of Srpska attending the funeral and
paying tribute to the war criminal. [4] An EU spokesperson declared that, "Acts such as
the glorification of war criminals, genocide denial, and revisionism contradict fundamental
European values; they have no place within the EU or in EU candidate countries."[5]

As the funeral ceremony demonstrated, it would be incorrect to say that Mladi¢ is no
longer a beloved figure among many Serbs. Last month, Serbian President Aleksandar
Vuci¢ argued that Mladi¢ should be released early from the UN detention center in The
Hague so that he could die on Serbian soil. Although Vuci¢ has portrayed himself in recent
years as a pro-EU, populist, and conservative leader, his political career actually began
on the far-right wing of Serbian politics, specifically within the Serbian Radical Party (SRS).
It is suggested that, as he cannot run for the presidency for another term, Vuci¢ is
preparing to run for prime minister in early elections. In this context, it is also possible to
interpret the funeral ceremony in question as an indirect election campaign event.

Thirty years have passed since the acts for which Ratko Mladi¢ was convicted. Every year
on July 11, commemoration ceremonies attended by thousands are held at the Potocari
Memorial Cemetery in Bosnia and Herzegovina. People from all over the world, including
Tarkiye, come to share in the grief of the victims' families. At this year's 33rd
commemoration ceremony, ten additional genocide victims, whose identities had recently
been established, were laid to rest at the memorial site. [6]Despite the passage of 31
years, the pain of the genocide persists like an unhealed wound. The families of the
Srebrenica genocide victims continue to grapple with the ongoing consequences of these
crimes. It is a fact that the legacy of these crimes is not merely a matter of the past. Its
lasting effects remain present today. In such a harrowing context, honoring those
responsible for atrocities that have shaken the conscience of humanity, whether through
the erection of permanent monuments or the holding of official ceremonies, undermines
decades of international efforts aimed at ending impunity and securing justice for these
crimes. Viewed in this light, it must be noted that the official funeral ceremony held in
Belgrade for Ratko Mladic, while pleasing to some Serbs, will go down in history as an act




that wounded the conscience of the international community and tarnished Serbia's
international reputation.

It could also push back Serbia's probable accession date to the European Union for a
rather long period, until both the government and its population learn to respect the basic
principles of human rights and dignity.
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