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The Swiss Peace Initiative for Nagorno-Karabakh, established in collaboration with the 
Swiss Parliament and the CSI (Christian Solidarity International) with the claim of aiming 
to establish lasting peace in the South Caucasus, held its first meeting in Bern on 26 May.
[1] Serving as an important indicator of the futile attempts to disrupt the Azerbaijan-
Armenia peace treaty process through the misuse the Karabakh region, the meeting 
became the scene of provocative speeches. The provocation stems from the fact that 
Azerbaijan's sovereignty over Karabakh is recognized by the international community 
based on international law and the region is no longer a subject of negotiation for 
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Co-chair Müller-Altermatt spoke of the importance of Switzerland's role in the so-called 
Karabakh issue in its capacity as a defender of human rights. His speech also included 
baseless and, as we have previously assessed,[2] unfounded allegations that Karabakh 
Armenians were threatened, starved, and expelled during the process.[3]

Another participant, Tadevosyan, was introduced as the so-called health minister of the 
Karabakh region under Azerbaijani sovereignty. He mentioned that those who migrated 
from the region were facing housing difficulties in Armenia.[4] As is known, the Armenian 
government initially provided housing assistance to Armenians who migrated from 
Karabakh, but it was announced couple of weeks ago that this assistance would be 
withdrawn.[5] Tadevosyan, who made no comment on the withdrawal of assistance, 
reminded to the public that the Armenian Diaspora's and Switzerland's approach to the 
process favors their own interests.

Oskanyan, Armenia's former minister of foreign affairs, was also among those attending 
the meeting. Emphasizing that the return of Armenians to Karabakh is a humanitarian 
rather than a political desire, Oskanyan stated that international law supports Armenians 
return.[6] Interestingly, international law, which is violated by not recognizing Azerbaijan's 
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sovereignty over Karabakh, becomes the main basis for arguments when it comes to the 
return of Armenians. This situation, which is another manifestation of the hypocritical 
stance of the Diaspora and Switzerland, is an important reason for the lack of trust in the 
initiative, which is claimed to have been established for the purpose of establishing peace.

Another topic discussed at the meeting was the possibility that Switzerland's presidency 
of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in 2026 could provide an 
opportunity to raise awareness of the so-called Karabakh issue in the international 
community.[7] Since there is no issue to be resolved, it remains unclear what the 
parliament members and former officials opposed to the peace are attempting to address 
by coming together. Given that the parties are not negotiating, have concluded and set 
aside the issue, and that international law supports the current situation, it does not seem 
reasonable or logical to want to spread the so-called issue beyond the CSI and the Swiss 
Parliament to the rest of the world.

Veldkamp, who participated in the meeting on behalf of the CSI, stated that great powers 
such as the US, the EU, and Russia are trying to prevent tensions in the South Caucasus 
and that these powers could come together to establish a lasting peace based on justice 
through this initiative.[8] This statement should be interpreted as the words of someone 
who has not been monitoring the region and its conditions for a long time and should 
therefore be disregarded. The parties have repeatedly stated that they do not want third 
countries to get involved in the peace process. The so-called great powers are third 
countries whose opposition to the peace process has been made clear in the past.

It should also be noted that at the meeting, the region now under Azerbaijani control and 
referred to as Karabakh was presented as Nagorno Karabakh in violation of international 
law, and the discussions were conducted around this concept. The true intention of the 
initiative, which was claimed to have been convened on the basis of international law, was 
thus revealed throughout the meeting with the extralegal actions taken or supported by 
the organizers and participants.

In conclusion, the statements that have been made (evidently without considering that 
Azerbaijan is among the parties to the peace process) address issues that the parties do 
not feel the need to discuss. As emphasized, 19 members of parliament from different 
political views came together for this initiative. The group, which was willing to come 
together for a pro-Diaspora and anti-Turkish (and anti-peace) agenda, has once again 
revealed Switzerland's stance against the peace and normalization processes. It is a well-
known fact that such initiatives will not make a concrete difference in the region. 
However, concerns around the Armenian sides intentions will persist so long as Armenia 
avoids issuing an official statement indicating that the initiative contradicts its current 
policies, and thus makes no attempt to prevent harm to the already sensitive peace 
process.
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