AVRASYA |NCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2018 / 8 °

VISIT OF SWEDISH MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO
KARABAKH: FORGOTTEN MISERY OF AZERBAIJANIS

Teoman Ertugrul TULUN

Analyst

It was announced on the website of the The European Armenian Federation for Justice and
Democracy (EAFJD that Member of the European Parliament Lars Adaktusson from
Sweden and his chief of staff Charlie Weimers were on a fact-finding mission in Nagorno-
Karabakh on 26t January 2018. The visit was reflected on the website of the EAFDJ and in
the Armenian press with the title Swedish Member of the European Parliament is on a fact
finding mission in Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh. The EAFD] presents itself as a grassroots
organization, representing the European citizens of Armenian origin and asserts that it is
the main interlocutor promoting the Armenian issues in the European Union and
international organizations, such as the Council of Europe and the OSCE.[1]

The above portrayal of the visit by Mr. Lars Adaktusson to Karabagh as a fact-finding
mission is a flagrant distortion of the internationally agreed meaning of the fact-finding
mission. Also more importantly this portrayal represents a presentation of an illegal visit
by a member of the European Parliament to a region of the Republic of Azerbaijan which
is under occupation. It should be remembered that sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan is reaffirmed by number of UN Security Council resolutions.

UN Declaration on Fact-finding in the Field of the Maintenance of International Peace and
Security states that fact-finding means any activity designed to obtain detailed knowledge
of the relevant facts of any dispute or situation and further elaborates that Fact-finding
should be comprehensive, objective, impartial and timely.[2] EU common guidelines on
(Joint) Fact Finding Missions describes fact-finding as A special project or extraordinary
process in which an impartial team or panel travels to the Country of Origin or third
country to investigate or obtain information from local sources and describes Fact
Finding Delegation as The group or body of delegates chosen to undertake a fact finding
mission.[3] As it can be understood from these internationally recognized definitions,
presenting visit of Mr. Lars Adaktusson to Karabagh as a fact-finding mission is not only a
total misrepresentation but at the same time a deceptive propaganda in its essence.

In the light of foregoing, visit of Mr. Lars Adaktusson to Karabagh deserves to be
considered as a personal visit by a Swedish member of the European Parliament on
private reasons. However, even the personal and private character of this visit cannot




clear Mr. Lars Adaktusson from charges related to why he acted the way he did and why
he did not mention even a word about the nature of the conflict, about the Azerbaijanis
who lost their lives in the hands of those so-called authorities which arranged and most
probably financed this visit ? Questions in this respect might be multiplied. For example, is
he objective and impartial as mentioned in the EU common guidelines on (Joint) Fact
Finding Missions and UN Declaration on Fact-finding?

It is interesting that while there is a mention to his visit to Erivan in the corresponding
period, no similar mention was recorded concerning his Karabagh visit in the personal
Facebook of Mr. Lars Adaktusson.[4] This omission might be attributed to the illegal
character of the visit which violated the domestic laws of the Republic of Azerbaijan as
well as the international law.

According to The European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD
website Mr. Lars Adaktusson (EPP) will co-host an event on 27 February, 2018, from 16:00

[0 18:00 at the European Parliament, in room A5E1 with the title Remedial Secession in
Theory and Practice: The case of Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) . It is asserted in the
announcement that the status of the negotiations, and recommendations for achieving a

peaceful resolution in Nagorno Karabakh Artsakh is intended to be examined in the event.

It is an unforunate fact that such personal and guided initiatives will undermine the

international efforts for the peaceful settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

[1]1 About, The European Armenian Federation for Justice and Democracy, 2018,
http://www.eafjd.eu/about.html; Swedish Member of the European Parliament Is on a Fact-
Finding Mission in Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh, Aravot, January 27, 2018,
http://www.aravot-en.am/2018/01/27/206811/.

[2] Declaration on Fact-Finding by the United Nations in the Field of the Maintenance of
International Peace and Security (United Nations, December 9, 1991), A/RES/46/59,
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/46/a46r059.htm.

[3] EU Common Guidelines on (Joint) Fact Finding Missions: A Practical Tool to Assist
Member States in Organizing (Joint) Fact Finding Missions (European Union, November
2010), 4d0246f79, http://www.refworld.org/docid/4d0246f79.html.

[4] Lars Adaktusson, Facebook, 2018, https://www.facebook.com/adaktusson/.
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