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In a speech made during a session of the commission coordinating the events dedicated 
to the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocideon May 27, Armenian President 
Sarkisian has officially invited the Turkish President to visit Armenia on 24 April 2015 to 
face the historic evidence of the so-called Armenian genocide.

 

This uncommon invitation seems to have two goals.  The first is that it is an indirect 
expression of the fact that the new political opening Prime Minister Erdoğan initiated by 
expressing his condolences to the grandchildren of the Armenians who died during the 
First World War has not been acknowledged. The second is the effort to humiliate the 
President of Turkey. Or else, how can the attempts to ensure genocide recognition 
through an invitation to the President of a country, where the overwhelming majority does 
not believe that the events of 1915 were genocide, to visit Yerevan on 24 April be 
explained other than the intention of humiliating the President?

 

When one looks at the past, it is observed that Armenian President Levon Ter Petrosian 
and his predecessor Robert Kocharian carefully avoided provoking Turkey by bringing 
forward the genocide allegations. Serj Sarkisian followed this policy as well until the 
Protocols failed in 2010.  Following this, he changed his stance, did not accept Turkeys 
initiatives for settlement and reconciliation, started to support what was propounded for 
the most part by the Diaspora in the past and to request that Turkey recognize the 
genocide allegations.

 

Sarkisians attitude is unlikely to comply with the Armenian interests, as it is known that 
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Turkey-Azerbaijan cooperation increases as Turkey-Armenia relations deteriorate. What 
comes to mind is that others whom he cant decline encouraged him to act and make 
some initiatives that would put Turkey on the spot. These encouragements may have 
been done by those who are uncomfortable with Turkeys policies with regard to Syria, 
Israel, Iraq, Iran and some other issues. It is probable that it was planned to convey a 
strong warning drawing on the genocide allegations and that  Sword of Damocles was 
given to Armenia, in the view of the fact that Turkey, despite some warnings, has not 
changed its stance with regard to the aforementioned issues.

 

Although it is a sensational incident that Sarkisian has invited the Turkish President to 
Yerevan on 24 April next year, this has not created any reaction in Turkey neither on the 
political level nor in the public opinion. This is probably a consequence of the fact that 
Turkeys internal political agenda is very loaded.

 

Thus, as the aforementioned invitation has not served what it was aimed for, a Professor 
stepped in, stood up for the invitation[i] and claimed that Turkey should politically 
recognize the genocide and that the President should not decline the invitation and visit 
Yerevan. As for what benefits this would bring, he said this would: eliminate the burden of 
history, to move up to a morally superior level, break the routine and transform the 100th

anniversary to a manageable issue.

 

If a public opinion survey is conducted, how many would say that they feel the burden of 
the history? To have a high ground on foreign policy is possible not through moral notions 
and acts, but rather if a country is powerful. As recognition of the genocide is a key part of 
especially the Diaspora Armenians, it will not break the routine if President of Turkey visits 
Yerevan; it can even strengthen it. On the other hand, it would not be right to exaggerate 
events planned for the 100th anniversary. Armenians will do, more intensely and 
diversely, whatever they have done up until now against Turkey. These can affect the 
public opinion in Western countries and therefore it can create some discomfort in Turkey. 
But it will not probably reach to a level of harming Turkeys interests.

 

To date, parliaments of 20 countries have taken decisions to recognize the Armenian 
genocide allegations. None of the governments of these states have officially demanded 
that Turkey recognize the genocide allegations, pay compensation and, above all, give 
land to Armenia; they have not even made a mention of any of these. Turkeys power and 
its important strategic position have prevented these demands to be put forward. In 
accordance with the UN Convention on Genocide, in order for an event to be recognized 
as genocide, a special national court or an international criminal court should make a 
decision. There is no such verdict. The borders between Turkey and Armenia were 
determined according to the Kars Treaty of 1921, which is still valid. The Lausanne Treaty 
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did not stipulate any war compensations.

 

Briefly, as mentioned above, in the legal arena there is no Armenian issue. In the political 
arena, it is considered and aimed to create the Armenian issue over again by taking 
advantage of the genocide allegations and to use this process to keep Turkey in check. It 
would be more realistic to consider the Armenian conduct and demands in this 
perspective.

 

[i] Star, 31 May 2014. Mensur Akgün Ankara Erivana Hayır Dememeli (Ankara Should not 
Say No to Yerevan)
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