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THE ECHR PERINCEK V. SWITZERLAND CASE: THE GRAND CHAMBER HAS RULED 
IN FAVOR OF DOGU PERINCEK

 

The Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), the highest ranking 
chamber in the Court, has given its final judgment on the ECHR Perincek v. Switzerland 
case. The Grand Chamber held, by a majority (7 votes against 10), that Switzerland has 
violated Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights (the Convention) 
regarding freedom of expression, and has therefore unjustly curtailed Doğu Perinceks 
freedom of expression.

In 2005, in a number of public events in Switzerland, Dogu Perincek had stated that the 
events of 1915 cannot be characterized as genocide, and that the Armenian genocide 
narrative was an imperialist lie. Based on these statements, Armenian associations in 
Switzerland filed a court case against Perincek, accusing him of engaging in racism. Swiss 
courts subsequently found Perincek to be guilty in this case. Arguing that his freedom of 
expression as outlined by the Convention was violated, Perincek thus applied to the ECHR. 
With its 17 December 2013 judgment, the Second Chamber of the ECHR ruled in favor of 
Perincek. After the Second Chambers judgement, Switzerland applied to the Court to have 
this case reheard in the Grand Chamber, with the Grand Chamber accepting this 
application. The judgement issued today by the Grand Chamber is final.

 

ECHR Perincek v. Switzerland case   ጀ  the text of the judgment issued by the Grand 
Chamber: http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press?i=001-158235

ECHR Perincek v. Switzerland case  ጀ press release regarding the judgment issued by the 
Grand Chamber: http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press?i=003-5199806-6438950

ECHR Perincek v. Switzerland case  ጀ the Q&A document regarding the judgment issued by 
the Grand Chamber: http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Presse_Q_A_Perincek_ENG.pdf

About the Author : 

Aslan Yavuz Şir is AVİM Senior Analyst and a PhD Candidate at Middle East Technical University. His 
research interests includeTurkish-Armenian relations, Armenian Politics, Wider Black Sea Region, 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

2

http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press?i=001-158235
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press?i=003-5199806-6438950
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Presse_Q_A_Perincek_ENG.pdf


To cite this article: ŞİR, Aslan Yavuz. 2026. "THE ECHR PERINCEK V. SWITZERLAND CASE: THE GRAND 
CHAMBER HAS RULED IN FAVOR OF DOGU PERINCEK." Center For Eurasian Studies (AVİM), 
Commentary No.2015 / 113. October 14. Accessed June 28, 2026. 
https://avimbulten.org/en/Yorum/THE-ECHR-PERINCEK-V-SWITZERLAND-CASE-THE-GRAND-CHAMBER-
HAS-RULED-IN-FAVOR-OF-DOGU-PERINCEK

Süleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Çankaya-ANKARA / TÜRKİYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 • Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

 @avimorgtr
 https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr
http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) All Rights Reserved

 

3


