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The BRICS Summit, chaired by India for its fourth term, was held in the capital city of New 
Delhi on September 12-13, 2026. Organized under the theme of "Building for Resilience, 
Innovation, Cooperation, and Sustainability," the summit concluded with the adoption of 
the New Delhi Declaration. The 140-article declaration addressed numerous key topics, 
including global governance reform, economic and financial cooperation, international 
peace and security, trade in local currencies, cross-border payment systems, artificial 
intelligence, healthcare, and energy.

The 2026 Summit stood out as one of the major meetings held following the expansion 
BRICS has undergone in recent years. Following the expansion decision taken at the 2023 
Johannesburg Summit, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates 
joined the group, and with Indonesias membership becoming official in 2025, the number 
of BRICS members rose to 11. In addition, Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 
Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam have been participating in BRICS 
activities as partner countries since last year.[1] Thus, the New Delhi Summit took place 
in an environment where a much broader group of countries came together under the 
same roof, expanding far beyond the original BRICS structure initially formed by Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and South Africa.

The remarkable aspect of the summit was not just the economic scale or the number of 
members BRICS has reached. At the summit, countries with differing foreign policy 
priorities and approaches to international developments managed to agree on a joint 
declaration. While the tension between BRICS members China and India immediately 
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comes to mind, it is also well known that Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates 
pursue different policies regarding regional issues in the Middle East. Furthermore, while 
Russia's relations with Western nations are strained due to war and sanctions, countries 
like India, the United Arab Emirates, and several other members continue to maintain 
their economic and political ties with the US and European nations. Despite these 
differences, these countries were able to find common ground on a 140-article text.

With the expanding structure of BRICS, the inclusion of countries with diverse political, 
economic, and security priorities within the same platform makes it difficult for members 
to share the exact same perspective on international issues. The New Delhi Declaration 
also reflects the absence of such a uniform consensus. The declaration emphasized that 
the differing national positions of countries must be respected, and that international 
disputes should be resolved through dialogue, consultation, and diplomacy.[2] 
Consequently, we see that cooperation within BRICS progresses by identifying specific 
areas of agreement among countries that otherwise hold contrasting views.

The New Delhi Declaration also demonstrated the specific areas where BRICS countries 
can act jointly despite their political differences. It emphasized the development of joint 
efforts in fields such as economic and financial cooperation, trade, cross-border payment 
systems, artificial intelligence, energy, healthcare, and supply chains. Within this 
framework, increasing trade in local currencies, making cross-border payment systems 
more compatible, and strengthening the representation of developing nations in the 
global financial system stood out as key highlights. Enhancing the New Development 
Banks (NDB) financing capacity in local currencies is also part of this approach. However, 
no decision was made at the summit to create a common BRICS currency; instead, the 
focus remained on developing financial cooperation through local currencies and 
alternative payment mechanisms. In the field of artificial intelligence, increasing 
collaborative projects and strengthening the technological capacity of developing 
countries were brought to the forefront.[3]

Although BRICS is often brought to the agenda as an alternative to the West-centric 
international order, the New Delhi Summit has demonstrated that the platform 
encompasses diverse economic and political relations within the same structure that 
cannot be viewed solely through this lens. Since its inception, BRICS has aimed to 
increase the weight of developing nations in the global economic and political system. 
However, today the platform also includes countries that maintain their economic, 
political, and security relations with the US and European nations. Indias continued 
defense and technology cooperation with the US and its participation in the QUAD, Brazils 
ongoing economic relations with the US and the European Union, and Indonesias trade 
relations with the US and Europe alongside its BRICS membership show that BRICS 
members can take part in the platform without severing their ties with the West.

These differences were also reflected in the statements made by the leaders during the 
summit. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi emphasized that instead of positioning 
itself against any particular country, BRICS should progress with a spirit of consensus that 
does not exclude relationships with other nations.[4]President of Russia Vladimir Putin 
drew attention to BRICS weight in the global economy, comparing this capacity to the G7 
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and highlighting the advancement of economic cooperation.[5] President of China Xi 
Jinping stated that BRICS should assume a more active role in international security 
matters, calling for the establishment of a new security architecture in the Middle East.[6] 
Meanwhile, President of Iran Masoud Pezeshkian brought up the attacks targeting Iran by 
the US and Israel, calling for BRICS to play a more effective role in protecting national 
sovereignty and the principle of non-use of force.[7] Following these statements, the New 
Delhi Declaration was shaped around headings where members could find common 
ground despite their differences.

The New Delhi Declaration allocated significant coverage to the Gaza and Palestine issue, 
supporting the maintenance of the ceasefire in Gaza, the delivery of humanitarian aid, 
and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state based on a two-state solution. 
Alongside calls regarding Israels military presence in Lebanon, developments in Syria, 
Sudan, and Cuba were also included. Conversely, the Ukraine War was not directly 
mentioned in the declaration.[8] While the 2025 Rio de Janeiro Declaration noted that 
countries held their own national positions regarding the conflict in Ukraine,[9] the New 
Delhi Declaration did not address Ukraine, Russias war in Ukraine, or the sanctions related 
to this war under a separate heading. A similar situation was observed regarding Iran. 
Although the war between the US/Israel and Iran was ongoing during the summit, the 
declaration addressed the tensions in the Middle East in general terms and called on all 
parties to exercise maximum restraint. Furthermore, concern was expressed over attacks 
targeting civilian infrastructure and nuclear facilities under the supervision of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); however, neither the US nor Iran was directly 
named.[10]

When looking at BRICS role in the international system from a broader perspective, it is 
becoming a platform where Global South countries can voice their demands for a greater 
say in international institutions. This is also demonstrated by the reiteration of calls in the 
New Delhi Declaration to increase the representation of developing countries in the United 
Nations, the IMF, the World Bank, and other international organizations.[11]The 
fundamental demand here is not the creation of new institutions to replace the existing 
ones, but rather that current institutions better reflect the growing economic and political 
weight of developing nations.

Consequently, the picture presented by BRICS points to an international order where 
multifaceted relationships have gained greater importance over rigid, absolute alliances. 
While countries maintain certain security and economic partnerships on the one hand, 
they are able to develop new forms of cooperation on various platforms on the other. In 
this context, BRICS is becoming one of the key platforms of this multilateral network of 
relations. 

From Türkiyes perspective, although it is not yet a partner country within BRICS, the 
expanding structure of the platform and Türkiyes relations with various economic and 
political platforms necessitate that Ankara closely monitor this formation. Economically 
prominent highlights include strengthening trade and transport connections between Asia 
and Europe, the role Türkiye can assume via the Middle Corridor, and developing 
connectivity between China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Europe. The cooperation 
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mechanisms that BRICS seeks to develop in trade, transportation, energy, and finance 
intersect with Türkiyes strategic position in these fields. Türkiyes relations in the realm of 
regional security can also be evaluated alongside this multifaceted structure. Under the 
Makkah Agreement for Joint Defence signed between Türkiye, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia, 
the first meeting of the Strategic Political and Defence Committee was held in Istanbul on 
August 31, 2026, marking concrete steps toward institutionalizing defense cooperation 
among the three nations.[12] Türkiye's development of economic, political, and security 
relations across different regional and international platforms aligns with BRICS approach, 
which does not exclude relationships with other actors. In this regard, the importance of 
BRICS for Türkiye should not be considered solely through the lens of a potential 
membership. The relations Türkiye has cultivated with Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and 
the Turkic world enable it to take part in different economic and political platforms 
simultaneously. As one of these platforms, BRICS could hold significant importance for 
Türkiye, particularly regarding its relations in trade, energy, transportation, and finance. 
Similarly, the role Türkiye can play in bridging the Middle Corridor and the Belt and Road 
Initiative may unlock new opportunities for enhancing economic relations with BRICS 
nations.

Therefore, the 2026 New Delhi Summit has demonstrated that BRICS is a cooperation 
platform where diverse interests coexist, rather than a bloc united under a single political 
line. The future weight of BRICS will largely depend on how these differences are 
managed. While the expanding member structure brings differences that complicate joint 
action, it simultaneously creates a broader sphere of economic and political influence. For 
this reason, the new structure generated by BRICS does not require members to think 
alike on all issues, but rather enables them to act together in specific areas while 
maintaining their differences. The New Delhi Summit will be significant in demonstrating 
that the key element determining BRICS' position in the international system is how 
effectively this common ground can produce tangible results.
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