
AVİM Analyst Hazel Çağan Elbir recently published a detailed reaction to a very 
unfortunate article of Agos ᐀愀渀 article mythologizing the hostage taking at the Ottoman 
Bank by members of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF-the Dashnaks) on 26 
August 1896. In the Agos article, the attack is isolated from its context (a series of bloody 
terrorist operations in Istanbul) and is reduced to its supposed political message. Çağan 
Elbirs response also exposes who Monte Melkonian (a more recent but equally 
mythologized terrorist) was. All these aspects are well documented in Çağan Elbirs work, 
however, some more elements can be added on this issue.

 

The Attack against the Ottoman Bank: A Part of a Scheme of Creating Tension 
and Provocation

The murderous consequences of the attacks was the desired outcome of the terrorist 
actions carried out by ARF. Gaston Auboyneau (1865-1911) was the deputy general 
director of the Ottoman Bank at that time. He took notes during and right after the 
hostage taking. For unknown reasons, these notes were published only after his death. In 
any case, they are a particularly valuable source. Auboyneau explains that after the end 
of the hostage taking, the employees of the bank found 45 spherical bombs bristling with 
capsules, 25 cylindrical sticks of dynamite, a bag of 11.4 kg of dynamite, and plenty of 
revolvers and cartridges—in other words, the threat to blow up the building was serious.[1]

Even more remarkably, Auboyneau writes that Garegin Pasdermadjian, also known as 
Armen Garo (1872-1923), spoke with one of the officers of the Bank, Gustav Wülfing:

[  ☀崀  The revolt had broken out on seven different points of the capital city. The 
Armenians goal, Garo added, was to ruin Constantinople [İstanbul] commercially and 
financially by constantly inciting new riots. They had deemed it necessary to seize 
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the Bank first, believing that, given its position, it was a matter of concern not only 
to the Ottoman government but to all the powers. He claimed that, once in control 
of the State Bank, he could exert sufficient pressure on the [Ottoman] government 
and the embassies [of the foreign powers] to compel the ambassadors themselves 
to come to him and provide written assurances that the requested reforms would be 
granted. If such guarantees were not forthcoming, he and his comrades would 
persist in their plan to destroy the Bank and everyone inside it.

When Mr. Wulfing pointed out to Garo the thousands of casualties his exploit would 
cause in Constantinople, the Armenian replied with the utmost calm: The more 
victims there are, the better it will be for our cause.[2]

Similarly, another officer of the Bank, Barker, who spent several hours with them, found 
them happy to learn that there had been many victims. The more deaths there are, the 
more blood is shed, the closer we will be to the success of our cause, for Europe will be 
forced to intervene.[3]

All these observations are confirmed by other sources. Inspector Lefoulon of the Parisian 
police, who was visiting his uncle (working for the Ottoman government) during his 
summer holidays, reported, at the request of his hierarchy, about the hostage taking as 
well as about the other attacks: A bomb killed two soldiers and wounded twenty-five in 
Péra (Beyoğlu), another bomb was hurled (in vain) to assassinate the Şey-ül İslam (the 
highest religious Muslim authority of the Ottoman Empire), ARF terrorists attacked 250 
soldiers before committing suicide, new bombs exploded on 28 and 30 August 1896 (after 
the end of the hostage taking), etc.[4] The report of the Ottoman investigative 
commission is, of course, congruent with the Lefoulon one.[5]

It has been well established for 95 years, thanks to the publication of internal Russian 
documents, that the Russian government seriously considered an invasion of the Turkish 
Straits in 1896-1897, after a similar project in 1895 was vetoed by the French 
government. The second project failed because of the opposition of France and Austria-
Hungary, because of divisions in the Russian state itself on the conduct to adopt, as well 
as because of difficulties of the Tsars government in the Far East.[6] In other words, the 
ARFs hope for a foreign intervention was not chimerical, even if it was a risky bet. The 
intention of ARF to spread blood is also confirmed by its very strong implantation among 
the Armenian workers of the lowest category,[7] namely those who were in direct 
economic concurrence with the Kurds and Laz. Concurrence between workers could be 
particularly violent at that time, at least if added to a national or ethnic conflict, as 
proved, for example, the anti-Italian riot of Aigues-mortes in August 1893.[8]

This is even clearer when considering the clashes deliberately provoked by the Social 
Democrat Hunchakian Party (the Hunchaks - another Armenian nationalist party) in 1894 
(100 fighters and about 50 civilians killed on the Armenian side, an unknown number on 
the Muslim side)[9] and even more in several locations of Anatolia in Autumn 1895, 
particularly those having a strong Kurdish or Laz population (thousands of killed on both 
sides).[10] Provoking murderous reprisal was a strategy announced by the Hunchaks as 
early as 1893.[11] Like the Hunchaks, the Dashnaks knew exactly what they were doing. 
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The Dashnaks had organized a revolt in and near Van in June 1896, but the expected 
foreign intervention (Russian, for example) did not happen.[12] From this failure, the 
Dashnaks concluded that something more spectacular had be tried.

Another key aspect is the aim pursued by the ARF (the Dashnaks) to justify the sacrifice of 
thousands of innocents. Were the Ottoman Armenians a persecuted minority? Definitely 
no. Agop Kazazyan Paşa was the Ottoman sultan Abdülhamit IIs Minister of the Civil List 
(namely in charge of the imperial domains) from 1880 until his death in 1891. He 
cumulated this position with the one of Minister of Finances in 1886-1887 then from 1888 
to 1891.[13] He was succeeded as Minister of the Civil List by another Armenian, Mikael 
Portakalian Paşa, in office from 1891 to 1897. Beyond these individual cases, 20% of the 
best paid officials of İstanbul were Armenians in 1896,[14] as were 14% of the personnel 
at the Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1895,[15] including Artin Dadyan Paşa, 
General Secretary of the Ministry from 1883 until his death in 1901.

Russian General Mayewski, who served as consul general in Van then in Erzurum during 
the 1890s, noticed, in a report to his hierarchy (published only twenty years later) that the 
urban Armenians had no credible grievances to present in the Ottoman Empire, that the 
Armenian peasants certainly suffered of attacks by nomadic Kurds but not more than the 
sedentary Kurds, and that they were wealthier than the Turkish and Kurdish peasants.[16]
During the 1870s, 1880s, and 1890s, Armenians (and Greeks) established their own 
trading houses, instead of merely working for Western European companies, a change 
causing a true golden age for the Armenian and Greek bourgeoisie, and this was the case 
not only in coastal cities, but also in Central Anatolia.[17]

So, ARFs aim was not to protest against injustices, but to establish, by paroxysmal 
violence, an Armenian state on Ottoman territories where the Armenians were in minority 
everywhere.[18]

 

ASALAs False Flag Attacks on Armenian Targets During the Melkonian Years 
and the Despise Shown against Turkish Armenians

On 28 November 1986, during the trial of Monte Melkonian for conspiracy, illegal 
possession of explosives and weapons, and illegal possession of a fake passport, the 
presiding judge read publicly internal documents of the Armenian Secret Army for the 
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA) seized during the arrest of Melkonian a year before. A part 
of these documents proved that ASALA perpetrated attacks, some of them murderous, 
against Armenian targets in and near Paris, under false flag (an imaginary Turkish Islamic 
Army), to mislead the Armenian community and to provoke an extreme anti-Turkish 
reaction (these are the words of ASALA). Among these attacks, the bombing of a cultural 
center in Paris in May 1981 and a Armenian Apostolic (Gregorian) church in Issy-les-
Moulineaux (Parisian suburb) a month later.[19] The choice of civilian targets in Türkiye, 
such as the Ankara Esenboğa Airport (failed bombing in August 1979, mass shooting in 
August 1982) or the Bazaar of İstanbul (shooting of June 1983)[20] hardly leaves any 
doubt about the intent, including during the Melkonian years (he broke up with ASALA in 
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July 1983), to provoke a remake of the violence of the 1890s.

Despite his conviction, the revelations mentioned above, and the later revelation that he 
was the assassin of Neslihan Özmen (14 years old) in 1980,[21] Melkonian is considered a 
hero by a significant part of the Armenian Diaspora. The Union of the Armenians of 
Moscow commemorates him as such. The Armenian Report (Los Angeles) defends the 
same position. In July 2026, it was announced that a statue of Melkonian would be erected 
in Fresno, California/the US.

It is also worth noting that the first attack perpetrated by ASALA took place in January 
1975 (against a non-Turkish target: the World Council of Churches),[22] namely when 
Türkiye was a parliamentarian democracy in the Western camp of the Cold War years. In 
contrast to Türkiye, ASALA was openly pro-Soviet, as it is visible in its manifesto published 
in 1978.[23] ASALA terrorists while on trial in Paris in January 1984 for a murderous 
hostage taking at the Turkish General Consulate gave Soviet Armenia as an example to 
follow[24] ᐀愀琀 a time when the said country was subjected to a totalitarian dictatorship 
under the Soviet Union. In other words: ASALA never fought for any kind of liberty or 
liberation. The L in the organizations name was as false as the false flag bombings it 
carried out.

Before the first attack by ASALA properly speaking, Agop Binyat, a Turkish Armenian 
lawyer, reacted to the double assassination perpetrated by Gourgen Yanikian (the 
inspiration for ASALA)[25] as follows in Cumhuriyet, 22 February 1973:

This has hurt me beyond expression. The sincerity of my grief will, I am sure, be 
attested by my colleagues with whom I have worked in the course of the 27 years of 
my political career; the members of the Istanbul Bar Association, where I have been 
registered for the last 24 years; the distinguished members of the Istanbul judiciary; 
the community of the Istanbul Municipal Council which I have served as a member 
during the mayorship of the late Haşim İşcan; and all the others I have known.

He was not an isolated case. Arman Manukyan (1931-2012) was a professor at the 
Bosphorus University and a member of the delegation sent to Washington DC by TÜSİAD 
(union of Turkish businesses) in 1975, in order to negotiate the end of the American 
embargo on arms adopted (against the will of the Richard Nixon administration) by the 
Congress in 1974. Kevork Acemoglu (1938-1988; the father of economist Daron 
Acemoglu) was a professor at the same university and he wrote an article for Milliyet on 
the history of Turkish-Armenian relations (including the tragedy of 1915-16) in 1970. 
Although Acemoğlu Sr. was a notorious figure of the Turkish left, the Idealist Hearths (
Ülkü Ocakları, Turkish nationalist right) gladly reprinted his article.

Avedis Simon Hacinliyan, at that time Associate Professor at Bosphorus University, 
testified as a plaintiffs witness for the trial of the Orly Airport attack in France. He 
explained that, after having completed his Doctorate in Physics at the University of 
Chicago, he returned to Türkiye, while he could have worked abroad. At the Bosphorus 
University, he served as acting chairman of the Department of Computer Science. He 
served in the military, and more precisely at the Research and Development section of 
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the Ministry of National Defense, from 1973 to 1975, namely during the Cyprus Crisis of 
1974. Three other reserve officers served in this section at that time, including an 
Armenian, Dr. Hacinlyan. Hacinlyan also taught at the Middle East Technical University 
(METU), Black Sea Technical University, Çukurova University, and Kocaeli University. He 
was among the 19 non-Muslim faculty members in his university alone, and several others 
at METU, Istanbul University, and Trakya University (Edirne). He also pointed out that the 
members of the Armenian community are economically in a better shape than the 
average citizen of İstanbul or Turkey [Türkiye] as a whole.[26]

Correspondingly, in 1981, two reporters of the French state TV observed, during their 
coverage of the Istanbul Armenians, that financially, they seem very well-off and that the 
newspaper Jamanak, a Turkish Armenian newspaper dating back to the Ottoman times, 
was published without difficulty, while Armenian churches and schools continued their 
activities normally.

 

Conclusion

All these elements confirm that the stance adopted by the newspaper Agos is a form of 
nationalism imported from the militant-radical elements of the Diaspora and Armenia, in 
contradiction to the tradition of the Turkish Armenians that traces its roots to the brightest 
elements of the Ottoman Armenian community and with the policy recently adopted by 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan. Regrettably, Agos imported nationalism serves 
no constructive purpose in terms of justice or truth.

 

*Image: Gaston Auboyneaus notes on the attack carried out against the Ottoman Bank 
and the stance of Garegin Pasdermadjian (Armen Garo) regarding the attack.
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