AVIM

AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

DISGUISED INITIATIVES ON NAGORNO-KARABAKH IN
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Teoman Ertugrul TULUN

Analyst

Analysis No : 2018/ 4

20.02.2018

International community is witnessing lately a number of disguised initiatives in the
European Parliament for promoting the Armenian views on Nagorno Karabakh region and
the fictious regime in the said region which is even not recognized even by Armenia itself.
The events organized in the context of these initiatives in the premises of the European
Parliament seem to be individually hosted or co-hosted by the members of the European
Parliament. However, the announcements and advertisements concerning the events
clearly indicate that in reality the mental and financial owners of the initiatives are
Armenian front groups organized as NGOs in Europe and especially in Belgium. One of the
latest example of such events is the announcements placed in the website of the
European Friends of Armenia (EuFoA).[1]

Per the announcement, the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) Europe and the
European Friends of Armenia (EuFoA) are extending invitation to an event hosted by
European Parliament member Frank Engel on February 28th in the European Parliament
Room JAN 6Q2 from 13h00 to 15h00 with the title Nagorno-Karabakh&EU 1988-2018.
Taking stock of 30 years of EU policy on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It is claimed in the
announcement that in the event, building on the European Parliaments institutional
memory of the conflict and on the resolutions it adopted between 1988 and 1994, two
panels of parliamentarians, diplomats and international experts will critically assess the
EUs current policies on the conflict and discuss some suggestions on how to rebuild
confidence and promote peace-building actions among the peoples of Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Nagorno-Karabakh. Announcement further claims that the event is intended to
encourage the European institutions to become more pro-active in their contribution to
conflict resolution and human rights in the region.[2]

It should be noted in this respect that Mr. Frank Engel is a member of the European
Parliament from Luxembourg. He is a member of the Christian Social People's Party of
which is part of the European People's Party. As it can be easily understood from their
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titles, EuFOA and AGBU Europe are Armenian front groups based in Brussels.[3]

In fact, European Parliaments official position vis-a-vis the Nagorno Karabakh region is
clearly stated in its certain resolutions. One of the important document in this regard is
the resolution P7-TA (2013)0446 adopted on 23 October 2013 with the title The European
Neighbourhood Policy: towards a strengthening of the partnership: EPs position on the
2012 reports.[4] The paragraph 16 of the said resolution stresses that the occupation by
one country of the Eastern Partnership of the territory of another violates the fundamental
principles and objectives of the Eastern Partnership and that the resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict should comply with UN Security Council resolutions 822, 853, 874 and
884 of 1993. It is well known fact that the said UN Security Council Resolutions reaffirm
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Azerbaijani Republic and of all other States
in the region. UNSC resolution 884 calls upon the Government of Armenia to use its
influence to achieve compliance by the Armenians of the Nagorny Karabakh region of the
Azerbaijani Republic with resolutions 822 (1993), 853 (1993) and 874 (1993). It should be
also mentioned that European Parliament resolution of 9 July 2015 on the review of the
European Neighbourhood Policy refers to its previous resolution adopted in 2013, and
underlines that respect for the territorial integrity of sovereign states is a fundamental
principle of relations between countries in the European neighbourhood and the
occupation of a territory of one country by another is inadmissible.[5]

Above mentioned European Parliament resolutions indicate that European Parliament
basically follows the provisions of the relevant UN Security Council resolutions and
considers that the Nagorno Karabakh region is an integral part of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. It also regards the occupation by one country of the Eastern Partnership the
territory of another as violation of the fundamental principles and objectives of the
Eastern Partnership, and the UN Security Council resolutions. Accordingly, officially it bars
any representation or presence under the roof of the EU with the pseudonym of Artsakh.

In fact, it should be underlined that there exists examples that the European Union
respected Azerbaijans territorial integrity and the law, and did not allow provocations to
be made over Nagorno-Karabakh. For example, on 18-19 October, the European Armenian
Federation for Justice and Democracy organized the 4th European Armenian Convention in
Brussels. The second day of the Convention was held in the building of the European
Parliament, and was hosted by three members of the European Parliament (two from
Greece and one from the Greek Administration of Southern Cyprus). At the mentioned
second day of the Convention organized in the European Parliament building, the leader
and the officials of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic were not permitted to enter the
building and join the event.[6]

It seems that certain Armenian front groups nowadays, through the instrumentality of
their cohorts in the European Parliament, are trying to abrade this clear position of the
European Parliament on the Nagorno Karabakh, and are trying to fishing for new fait
accompli methods. This intention is easily noticeable in the announced title and
explanatory notes of the event planned for 28th February 2018. While the title of
Nagorno-Karabakh&EU 1988-2018 draws the attention to a certain time frame goes back
to the ex-Soviet Union and tries to remind the state structures of Soviet Republics in that
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period, the explanatory notes of the event bring to the fore certain resolutions adopted by
the European Parliament during the 1990s. These are the resolutions on the situation in
Armenia which also includes the references to Nagorno Karabakh.[Z] As it is mentioned in
the explanatory notes of the aforesaid announcement, two panels of parliamentarians,
diplomats and international experts will critically assess the EUs current policies in the
event. All these indicate that Armenian front groups are trying to put pressure on the
European Parliament for changing its position on Nagorno Karabakh region which is in line
with the UN Security Council resolutions.

There is no doubt that disguised initiatives now being implemented under the roof of the
European Parliament with the unfortunate collaboration of certain members of the
Parliament cannot make a positive contribution to the peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. On the contrary, such actions run the high risk of further reducing the
influence and respectability of European Parliament and inevitably of the EU in general in
the region.

*Photo: http://agbueurope.org
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