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THE FORGOTTEN PROTESTS: EMPTY SHELVES AND BLOCKED ROADS IN SOUTHERN
ITALY, IGNORED BY THE MEDIA, REVEAL NEGLECT BY MELONI AND EU
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EU Observer (19 October 2026)

Gaia NEIMAN

As protests ripple through big cities across the continent, a quieter, more forgotten population at
Europes edge sits through weeks of strikes and blockades, while largely ignored.

Iltalys southern regions of Puglia, Calabria, Sicily, Molise and Basilicata are facing empty
supermarket shelves and plummeting fuel supplies since transport and agriculture workers have
been protesting against climbing costs of living.

Entire sectors have been put on pause due to the excessive costs it now takes to run them, from
delivering food goods to producing them, for unbalanced competition with foreign suppliers and
sustained neglect from Rome.
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