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CEUTA HAS BECOME A LABORATORY FOR THE DEGRADATION AND DEHUMANISATION OF
MIGRANTS

- 02.10.2026

EU Observer (2 October 2026)

Jaume Asens LLODRA

We went to Ceuta to see how Europe treats people who arrive at its borders. We came back asking
how Europe can still call itself a continent governed by law.

What we saw there was the often abstract failure of migration policy made brutally concrete: the
daily humiliation of human beings [] people sleeping under plastic sheets, children left without
protection, food distributed under military guard, allegations of beatings and torture, and migrants
treated as a threat rather than as people with rights.

These are scenes we never expected to encounter in Europe in 2026. Yet we saw them ourselves.
And now that we have seen them, we cannot pretend we did not.
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