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Foreign ministers from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan have 
called for new, verifiable arms control mechanisms to prevent a nuclear arms race, warning that 
international disarmament efforts are losing ground.

In a joint statement issued on September 8 to mark 20 years since the signing of the Central Asian 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, the five governments expressed concern over stalled 
disarmament, the end of key agreements, and the modernization of nuclear arsenals. They urged 
nuclear powers to resume negotiations.

The statement comes seven months after New START, the last U.S.-Russian strategic nuclear arms 
treaty, expired on February 5. UN Secretary-General António Guterres said its expiration left the 
two countries without binding limits on their strategic nuclear arsenals for the first time in more 
than half a century.

Click for more.
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