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STATEMENT OF THE SPOKESPERSON OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE, ONCU KECELI, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION REGARDING THE
APPOINTMENT OF A NEW 'SPECIAL ENVOY FOR CYPRUS' BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

- 14.07.2026

Republic of Tlrkiye Ministry of Foreign Affairs (13 July 2026)

We consider the European Commissions decision to appoint a new Special Envoy for Cyprus to be
an internal matter of the EU, as with similar appointments in the past.

We remind yet again that the EU lost its impartiality on the Cyprus issue by admitting the Greek
Cypriot side to EU membership in 2004 despite the latter's rejection of the UN Comprehensive
Settlement Plan.

In this regard, we observe that the entirely biased approach of EU institutions, most notably the
European Parliament, toward the Cyprus issue has continued and lately intensified.

We expect the official newly appointed by the European Commission to work toward changing the
EUs partisan position and ensuring that the EU grasps the fact that a settlement of the Cyprus
issue can only be achieved through negotiations between two states in sovereign equality, based
on the realities on the Island.
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