
AVRASYA 
İNCELEMELERİ 
MERKEZİ 
CENTER FOR 
EURASIAN STUDIES

STATEMENT OF THE TRNC MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REGARDING THE STATUS OF 
FORCES AGREEMENT (SOFA) SIGNED BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE GREEK CYPRIOT 
ADMINISTRATION OF SOUTHERN CYPRUS

- 10.06.2026

Public Information Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus/TRNC (10 June 2026)

 

On 8 June 2026, a Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) was signed between France and the Greek 
Cypriot administration of Southern Cyprus. In addition to providing for the deployment of French 
military elements on our island, the agreement encompasses matters such as technology sharing 
in the military field, the conduct of joint military exercises, military training activities, provision of 
military equipment to military facilities and the enhancement of industrial cooperation on the field 
of defence between France and the Greek Cypriot administration.

These and similar initiatives, pursued under the guise of humanitarian objectives but in reality 
aimed at securing military gains and strategic advantages, while disregarding the inherent 
sovereign equal rights of the Turkish Cypriot people, constitute an attempt to undermine the 
delicate balance underpinning the security and stability of our island and the wider region. It 
should be noted that such initiatives are null and void by the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
and the Turkish Cypriot People. These developments in question not only reaffirm the vital 
importance of the effective and actual guarantee of the Republic of Türkiye, which remains the 
cornerstone of the security of the Turkish Cypriot People, but also further underline the need to 
strengthen our cooperation with our Motherland Türkiye in the field of defence and security.

The Greek Cypriot leaderships continued insistence on the condition of zero troops, zero 
guarantees in the context of a prospective agreement to the Cyprus issue, while at the same time 
entering into military cooperation and armament agreements with various states- including 
countries that do not even have a coastline in the Eastern Mediterranean- and facilitating the 
deployment of foreign military elements on our island and enabling our island to be used as a base 
for various military purposes, is a clear indication of Greek Cypriot leaderships insincerity. It is 
abundantly clear that such provocative steps serve only to further deepen the mistrust between 
the two Peoples on the island.
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