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JAPAN OPENS DOOR TO GLOBAL ARMS MARKET WITH OVERHAUL OF DEFENCE EXPORT 
RULES

- 21.04.2026

The Straits Times (21 April 2026)

 

Japan on April 21 unveiled its biggest overhaul of defence export rules in decades, scrapping 
restrictions on overseas arms sales and opening the way for exports of warships, missiles and 
other weapons.

The move aimed at strengthening Japans defence industrial base marks another step away from 
pacifist restraints that have shaped its post-war security policy.

Wars in Ukraine and the Middle East are also straining US weapons production, expanding 
opportunities for Japan.
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