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AUTOPSIES SHOW MIGRANTS IN SHIPWRECK OFF GREECE DIED OF HEAD INJURIES, NOT
DROWNING

- 13.02.2026

Reuters (11 February 2026)

Yannis Souliotis

Most of the 15 Afghan migrants who were killed off the Greek island of Chios last week when their
dinghy collided with a coast guard vessel died of head injuries, not from drowning, autopsy results
seen by Reuters show.

A criminal investigation has been opened into the February 3 collision - one of Greece's deadliest
migrant accidents in years - in which a coast guard vessel collided with a dinghy carrying about 39
people, causing it to capsize.

The coast guard said the migrant boat had been travelling without navigation lights and ignored
warnings to stop. It said the dinghy abruptly changed course and hit the patrol vessel. The
passengers fell into the sea, it said.
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