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GERMANY'S MERZ TELLS BBC EUROPE WAS FREE-RIDING ON US
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German Chancellor Friedrich Merz has accepted US accusations that Europe was doing too little to 
fund its own defence and security, but now believes they are on the same page.

"We know we have to do more on our own and we have been free-riders in the past," he told the 
BBC's Today Programme, "they're asking us to do more and we are doing more."

Merz was in the UK to boost defence ties with Germany, as part of an historic friendship treaty that 
also aims to tackle irregular migration and promote youth exchanges.
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