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"I must say that the situation is changing dramatically," Russia's president, Vladimir Putin, 
declared at his end-of-year news conference in December. "There is movement along the entire 
front line. Every day."

In eastern Ukraine, Moscow's war machine is gradually churning mile by mile through the wide 
open fields of the Donbas, enveloping and overwhelming villages and towns.

Some civilians are fleeing before the war reaches them. Others wait until the shells start exploding 
all around them before packing what belongings they can carry and boarding trains and buses to 
safety further west.
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