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MOl ANNOUNCES THE ARREST OF 1,800 PEOPLE ACCUSED OF THE CRIME OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

- 20.05.2024

Iraqi News Agency (18 May 2024)

The Ministry of Interior announced, today, Saturday, the arrest of 1,800 accused persons who
entered Iraq illegally or were smugglers. While it indicated that the law punishes those who enter
foreigners illegally on charges of committing human trafficking crimes, it warned that the majority
of cases of child kidnapping are In crowded places.

Director of the Directorate of Combating Human Trafficking in the Ministry of Interior, Brigadier
Sarmad Musaddiq, told the Iraqi News Agency (INA): The Ministry of Interior continues its work in
combating trafficking and human smuggling and was able to arrest 1,800 people accused of the
crime of human trafficking, including foreigners, during the past five months of this year. ",
indicating that "most of those arrested have cases related to illegal immigration to Iraqg, and are of
Syrian nationality."

He added, "The number of people who immigrate illegally to Iraq or who overstay their residency
is large, and the violators are deported through the Residency Department of the Ministry of
Interior," noting, "lllegal immigration is a violation of the residency law and has no relation to
human trafficking crimes."
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