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The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine is having a devastating influence in the 
world. The Black Sea Region in specific is being affected most from the war in Ukraine. 
This is the reason why security in the Black Sea Region has started to be discussed more 
frequently since last February when the war broke out. It is no surprise that the Black Sea 
Region will be more and more militarized and conflictual in the future, according to the 
estimations[1]. 

The Montreux Convention of 1936 is of vital importance for Türkiye due to the Convention 
granting Türkiye the right to block military vessels from entering  the Black Sea during 
war time and it is not likely that Türkiye will lose this advantage[2]. In this context, 
Türkiye will continue to pursue its balance policy between Russia and Ukraine. This means 
that Türkiye will pursue its relations with Russia as a NATO member[3]. Besides, Türkiye 
will continue to ensure free and open access for Black Sea commerce in the future[4]
and this is beneficial not only for Türkiye and region, but also for the world.

However, NATO will probably seek more security in the future. Indeed, this search has 
already started.

Accordingly, on June 29, 2022, it was revealed during the Madrid Summit that the NATO is 
planning to strengthen its defensive posture in the Black Sea region[5]. As a matter of 
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fact, in the latest NATO Strategic Paper, it was mentioned that Black Sea along with the 
Balkans is of vital importance for the NATO[6]. In addition to this, it was emphasized that 
NATO will keep backing Euro-Atlantic interests in the related countries of the region[7]
. Furthermore, it is stated in the NATO strategic paper that the Alliance will increase its 
efforts to support the capabilities of its allies to face with the various threats and 
challenges as well as improving their resilience against third party interferences[8].

With regard to this, central European countries have started to seek ways to counter 
Russian influence and come up with the Three Seas Initiative with a view to provide 
another access to the Black Sea. The Three Seas Initiative includes Romania and Bulgaria, 
yet there has been some discussions of enlarging it with non-EU members such as 
Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova[9]. 

The Russo-Ukrainian War further raised concerns on the Black Sea[10]. In fact, the 
blockade of Ukrainian grain exports is threatening for the world grain supplies[11]
. Thankfully, a quadrilateral grain agreement was signed on July 22 between Türkiye, 
Ukraine, Russia, and the UN. With this the first shipment of grain cargo left Ukrainian ports 
on August 1[12].

However, the grain deal, by with itself, is not enough to solve the problems in the Black 
Sea region. There is no doubt that Black Sea countries seek security by all means today 
with the continuing war. Romania is one of the Black Sea countries that particularly comes 
to core on Black Sea security[13]. Other countries such as Moldova, Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
and Bulgaria, also voice concerns about Black Sea security[14].

The answer and solution to most of these concerns however should lead to The 
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), founded on June 25, 1992 at 
the İstanbul Summit[15]. The member countries of the BSEC, other than Türkiye-which 
has played an active role in its establishment, are Albania, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Armenia, 
Georgia, Moldova, North Macedonia, Romania, Russia, and Serbia[16]. The headquarters 
of the BSEC is located in İstanbul[17] and Türkiye has played an active role in the 
establishment process of the BSEC[18] .  Moldova, currently, is the chair of the 
organization[19]. The aims of the Organization can be summarized as enhancing mutual 
respect, confidence, and dialogue among the member countries; developing mutual 
relations among member countries; improving the business environment; developing 
economic collaboration and finally, encouraging member countries to participate in 
international economic and financial institutions[20]. It is noteworthy that 19 working 
groups on trade, economy, transportation, energy, communication, science, and 
technology exist within the Organization[21]. Moreover, the BSEC has enlarged its 
activities from purely economic field to new areas such as environmental protection, 
water management, science and technology, institutional renewal and good governance, 
seismic protection and soft security measures in multilateral cooperation[22]. 

Originally, BSEC was established with a commitment of entering into an economic 
cooperation as well as being bound to Helsinki Final Act, as well as the principles of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)[23].In time, BSEC 
transformed into a full-fledged international organization from a regional cooperation 
mechanism[24]. Consequently, BSEC started to have closer relations with the United 
Nations, World Bank, and the OECD[25]. Additionally, three BSEC members, which are 

AVİM Avrasya İncelemeleri Merkezi
Center for Eurasian Studies 2



Bulgaria, Greece and Romania are EU members[26].

Türkiye strictly follows and believes in the advantages of the regional cooperation and for 
this reason, it has been strongly committed to BSEC and its principles[27]. As a matter of 
fact, the peace it offers is strategic for today. Despite the fact that two the members, 
namely Russia and Ukraine, of BSEC are at war today, what we support is peace in the 
Black Sea region. In this sense, the Black Sea countries must seek peace within regional 
cooperation and multilateralism. BSEC offers regional cooperation through trade and 
economic ties, and peace to the region and for this reason, it can be a much more 
influential organization in the future. 
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